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• Range:Tibouchina Herbacea is native to southern Brazil, northeastern Argentina, Bolivia, 

Uruguay and Paraguay. It was introduced to Hawai‘i as an ornamental and was first recorded 

in 1977, but has been impacting forest ecologies since the 1990s. 

• Distribution: Heavy infestations on Maui. Occurs in the Ko‘olau range on O‘ahu and on Moloka‘i

and Lana‘i, in Hilo including lower Saddle Road on Hawai‘i.

• Reproduction: Flower between late August to January, and seed count is found to be much 

higher in open sites compared to shaded. Long lived seedbank. Seeds are spread mainly by 

vector such as birds, rodents, or humans carrying the seed on shoes, clothing articles etc. 

• Ko’olau Distribution: Tibouchina Herbacea occurs on the Poamoho Summit, Upper Punalu’u, 

Southern Helemano and downstream in the Paukauila Stream.



The Setting and Challenge



Mahalo 
Nui loa

• Multi agency 
collaboration 

• Multiple 
funding 
agencies

• Many Tibher
champions





Control and Sanitation Strategy



Control-The Cores



Control-Stream Surveys

-Stream check frequency- Adaptive over time to cover 13,000m in Paukauila
Stream
-Stream check strategy- Double passes



Control-Stream Surveys



Stream Surveys
-Challenges and Fun



Early Detection- Trail Transects



Sanitation



• In March, 2017 a 400 foot composite material boardwalk 
was constructed along the Ko’olau summit trail within the 
Tibouchina summit core area. Built to keep hikers from 
moving seeds along the trails. 



Sanitation- Core

• Core dedicated Tibher gear



Sanitation- Tibher removal

• Tibher removed from stream and core and 
taken to H-Power



Sanitation-
Tibher
Tabis



Sanitation-Decon at Base





Next Level Discussion Points

• Sanitation station when leaving boardwalk 
core

• Core and stream specific tibher footwear

• More permanent signage at the boardwalk

• Poamoho trail entry signage



Mahalo!


